MARLBOROUGH
hands of the ancient tyrants, and on the other, exposed to an
army of foreign mercenaries, all the artillery of their towns
carried off, only a few ships of war left in their harbours, and the
whole strength of the republic sent, during the rigours of Winter,
to depend upon the hazards of winds and seas, and the fortune
of war.1
A violent gale scattered the fleet and cast it back upon the
ports of Holland. One vessel, upon which no fewer than
four companies of infantry were embarked, was driven on to
the English coast and captured. The numbers of troops on
this single vessel, together with the size of the fleet, gave the
idea that William's army was four times as large as it was.
But, anyhow, it had been driven back and ruined by the
storms. James saw the finger of God. " It is not to be
wondered at," he said, when he received the news at dinner,
" for the Host has been exposed these several days/' Con-
vinced that the divine power and Holy Church had given
him his son, he thought that they would also destroy his
foes; and he dismissed Sunderland from his office as First
Minister for being a faint-heart. But the new Secretary of
State, Preston, a Protestant, renewed to him the advice of
the fallen Minister. He must call a Parliament without
manipulation and without delay.
Now this was a deadly matter for the King. No such
Parliament could assemble in such a situation without calling
in question not only the whole prerogative of the Crown, but,
far graver, the bona fides of his son's birth. And here, by the
mercy of God, was the hostile fleet scattered. Of course he
refused. On this the Lord Chancellor Jeffreys abandoned
himself to despair. " It is all naught," he exclaimed, with his
customary profanity. " The Virgin Mary is to do all."
The reader will remember Churchill's friend and cousin
George Legge, now Lord Dartmouth. When a Catholic
admiral had brought the fleet to the verge of flagrant mutiny
by celebrating High Mass upon his flagship, Dartmouth, a
Protestant personally devoted to the King, had been placed
in command to restore discipline. Dartmouth lay in the
1 Dakymple, ii, Part II, 190.
284